
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING 

 

June 15, 2021 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Oregon Planning Commission was called to order by 

Chairman Scott Winckowski.  Members present included Mayor Seferian, Greg Vriezelaar, and 

Yussef Olive.  Member Rick Orovitz was absent.  Public Service Director Paul Roman, 

Commissioner of Building & Zoning James Gilmore and Acting Secretary Alex Schultz were 

also present. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:08 p.m. 

 

Chairman Winckowski informed the applicants that they are a Board of five members, and they 

will need (3) yes votes or more for their request to be granted.   

 

Mayor Seferian moved to approve the May 18, 2021 regular meeting minutes as submitted.  

Seconded by Mr. Vriezelaar.  There were no objections. 

 

The following items were on the agenda: 

 

Z-811-21 Zoning change from R-1 Low Density Residential District to A-1 Agricultural  

District on a portion of the property described as 6315 Corduroy Road, Parcel No. 

44-38497. The owner/applicant is John Myers. 

 

Mr. Gilmore explained the procedure for approving the zoning change stating that 

first it comes before the Planning Commission for recommendation and then final 

approval will be given at City Council.  He added that the Project Review 

Committee felt the zoning change would have no negative impact to the 

surrounding area. 

John Myers, 6315 Corduroy Road, came forward and stated the main reason they 

would like to change the zoning is they are breeding cows, from start to finish, 

and are offering local home raised beef straight to the consumer. 

 

Chairman Winckowski said his understating in his discussions with the family is 

that many of these parcels are a mix combination of ag and residential – R-1 and 

agricultural zoned – both to the south, to the north and to what would be the east.  

The consistency over there seems to be lacking sometimes. 

 

Mr. Gilmore added that there are houses on a majority of the properties, but they 

are all being farmed, and he believes they have always been farmed.  So, they are 

all what is called a non-conforming agricultural use. He thinks the applicant really 

wants to nail down that it is a farm and change the zoning. 

 

Bill Myers, father of the applicant, stepped forward and stated the way they are 

looking at this is, as his son said, there has been a change in the consumer base 



and people are really interested in local food.  John has customers who really like 

the ability to come out and look at the animal they are going to plan their 

sustenance for their family with.  They bring their children to look at it.  So, this is 

for his security to be able to do this at his place because they already do it at the 

farm. He brings the animals over in the summertime to pasture; so, there really is 

no change to the neighborhood whatsoever from what has already been going on.  

The reason they want to do this is as he makes more investments to be able to do 

this better and sustain it longer, the last thing they want is for someone to move 

across the street who does not like animals, who does not like farming, and finds 

out it is zoned R-1 and they are not supposed to have animals and files a 

complaint where they have to defend themselves for doing what they have been 

doing. It has been a farm for some 140 years, ever since the township was created. 

So, there really is no change in the activity at the property, it just makes it cleaner.  

From his standpoint, this is the 5th generation and they have found a niche that 

they can use in agriculture that they can use to keep the next generation coming 

forward and continue the business today.  He just wants to do what he can do to 

help protect the next generation to let them be able to do whatever they have to do 

in agriculture to continue.  

  

Chris Miller, 6320 Corduroy Road, came forward and voiced his support. 

 

Chairman Winckowski asked if there was anyone else in the audience here to 

speak for or against this matter or if there were any questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Olive questioned Mr. Myers on the acreage of the parcel. 

 

Mr. Myers answered 40 acres. 

 

Mr. Olive asked what they thought was the maximum number of animals they 

would have. 

 

Mr. Myers replied 25-30. 

 

Mr. Olive made a motion to close the public hearing.  Mayor Seferian seconded.  

All members were in favor. 

Mr. Olive moved to approve Z-811-21.  Seconded by Mr. Vriezelaar.  Mr. Olive, 

Mayor Seferian and Greg Vriezelaar voted yes, and Chairman Winckowski 

abstained.  Z-811-11 was granted by a vote of 3-0. 

ST-1544-21 Split Transfer for a variance on width to depth in an A-1 Agricultural zoned 

district on the property described as Parcel Number 44-03831.  The location is 

940 N. Wynn Road.  The applicant is Asphalt Materials Inc. 

  

Mr. Gilmore stated the applicant is asking for a split in his agricultural property 

that sits next to an industrial parcel.  There is also a special use that is involved in 

this land which is going to be split and it will stay with the industrial side, so they 

need a variance for width to depth, which is 3.5 to 1 and it exceeds that. 



   

John Hunt, 844 N. Wynn Road, stepped forward and stated he would like to buy 

the property and improve it simply for his use and not to do anything industrial.   

He added that this is a beautiful old farmhouse, and it needs to be preserved. 

 

Mr. Gilmore asked if he is going to combine this land with the house. 

 

Mr. Hunt responded that was his intention. 

 

Mr. Olive made a motion to close the public hearing.  Mr. Vriezelaar seconded.  

All members were in favor. 

 

Chairman Winckowski moved to approve ST-1544-21 with the condition that the 

split be combined with Parcel Number 44-03827.  Seconded by Mr. Vriezelaar.  

All members were in favor.  ST-1544-21 was granted by a vote of  

4-0. 

 

*****  With no other business, the meeting adjourned at 5:32 p.m. 

 

        Alex Schultz, 

        Acting Secretary 


