
 
You have permission to reprint this information in any form with the following appropriate attribution:  
Information provided by the Stormwater Coalition, a committee of the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments (TMACOG). 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Stormwater Coalition is a committee of the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments (419.241.9155). The coalition is composed of the following members:  

Lucas County 
(419.213.4500) 

Wood County  
(419.354.9000) 

City of Bowling Green 
(419.354.6227) 
City of Northwood  
(419.693.9327) 

City of Oregon  
(419.698.7047) 

City of Toledo  
(419.245.1050) 

Village of Haskins  
(419.823.1911) 

Village of Holland  
(419.865.7104) 

Village of Millbury  
(419.836.9671) 

Village of Ottawa Hills 
(419.536.1111) 

Village of Walbridge 
(419.666.1830) 

Village of Waterville  
(419.878.8100) 

Jerusalem Township  
(419.836.8921) 

Lake Township  
(419.838.6536 ) 

Middleton Township 
(419.823.1480)  

Monclova Township  
(419.865.7862) 

Perrysburg Township  
(419.872.8861) 

Spencer Township  
(419.865.2883) 

Springfield Township  
(419.865.0239) 

Sylvania Township  
(419.882.0031) 

Washington Township 
(419.726.6621) 

Waterville Township 
(419.878.5176) 

Association of General 
Contractors of Northwest Ohio  
(419.241.3601) 

Home Builders Association  
(419.473.2507) 

Ohio Department of  
Transportation  
(419.373.4433) 

 

 Don’t Let Your Pet Pollute 
 
Pet waste left on the street or lawn does not just go away. It is often washed into storm drains, 
ditches, streams, rivers, and then into Lake Erie. Kitty litter dumped outside can also be 
washed into drains and end up in the lake. Since stormwater is not treated, bacteria in pet waste 
can end up in rivers and Lake Erie from which we get our drinking water.  
 
Why You Should Pick Up After Your Pet 

 Cleaning up after a cat or dog is something we can all do to keep our water safe for 
fishing and swimming.  

 Pet waste is not good lawn fertilizer; the bacteria in waste does more harm than good.  
 Proper disposal of waste can prevent the spread of harmful bacteria and viruses from 

animals to humans. 
 Organic matter in pet waste can degrade water quality. The decay of waste uses up 

dissolved oxygen and releases ammonia. This process can kill fish and other aquatic 
life.  

 
What You Can Do 

 Pick up pet waste from your yard. No one wants to play or eat outside in a yard fouled 
with pet waste. Simple scooping tools make this job easy. 

 Carry disposable bags while walking your dog so you can pick up and dispose of waste 
properly. 

 Encourage your neighbors and other pet owners to be responsible. Support projects that 
share information about pet waste and make pet waste pick up easier.  
 

How Do You Dispose of Pet Waste Properly 
 The ideal solution is to pick up after your dog and flush the waste in a toilet. That way 

the waste is treated before water returns to rivers and lakes.  
 You can also put animal waste in your trash bin. Dispose of waste in the bag you 

collect it in. Just tie the bag tightly to avoid a spill.  
 
What You Should Not Do 

 Do not put pet waste in a catch basin, storm drain, or in the street.  
 Do not add pet waste to a compost bin. The compost pile will not get warm enough to 

kill disease-causing organisms.  
 Do not use pet waste as lawn or garden fertilizer.  

 
Remember, stormwater is not treated and goes directly into ditches, rivers, and lakes. We can 
all help protect our water supply by being careful about what gets in the stormwater system.  


